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j-)n November 10. 1695, Swede James Steelman purchased 1500
\-/acres of land from Thomas Budd near the Great Egg Harbor River.
One tract was 200 acres that ran between Patconk Creek in what is now
Somers Point and a second tract of 300 acres in what is now Northfield
(both were previously part of Gloucester County, now Atlantic County).
The land sloping down to the waters of the Great Egg Harbor River
provided cattle grazing, meadows heavy with salt hay, and great cedars
in the swamp. Hard work and long hours, with the additional help of
eight slaves and four indentured servants, allowed him to grow the
acreage and prosper. Ducks, geese, muskrat, deer, cranberries,
hucklebenies, turkeys, pheasant, grouse, rabbit, and squirrels were all
plentiful. Fox, panthers, raccoons, and beaver populated the area. Clams
and oysters were abundant. Living offofthe land provided cash crops
that were shipped to other areas.

James also served as Justice ofthe Peace for Gloucester County and
a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas (Gloucester County).
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